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Bali resorts to prevent child care abuse

Child Wise has been engaged to train hotels in
Bail following explosive allegations of child abuse

It is alleged two Australian children were
abused in two separate incidents at child
care centres at hotels on the Indonesian
island of Bali.

It has been four years since a three-year
-old Victorian girl was allegedly sexually abused
at a creche at the Sheraton Nusa Dua in 2001,
and two vyears after a five-year-old West
Australian boy was allegedly orally raped at
a nearby resort.

The mother of one of the alleged victims has given
an account to ABC TV's Lateline program of finding
her daughter in a distressed state when she went
to pick her up from a hotel child care centre.

"My daughter was crying, she was standing
there, she was beside herself in tears," she said.

The two-year-old girl was later found to have
contracted gonorrhoea.

The Australian Federal Police co-operated with
their Indonesian counterparts on both
investigations, neither of which has led to
charges being laid. The investigations never
established who was responsible for the abuse.

Since these allegations were raised, the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
has issued general information on the
government travel information website
(www.smartraveller.gov.au/children/)
suggesting parents planning to place their
children in child care facilities overseas should
research the standards of child care provided,
and lists Child Wise's website as a source of
further information.

Reflecting the government's recognition that
Child Wise are specialists in the protection of
children from sexual abuse we have been engaged
to conduct a two-day child protection workshop
in Bali to assist hotels in providing safer facilities
and services for children and their families. The
workshops will be conducted in July 2005 and

again in December
2005. The two one-
day child protection
training workshops
will target hotels in
Bali that provide
“kids clubs" or other
child care services
and facilities such as
baby sitting. The
participants would be operational managers and
child care staff.

The Bali hotel child protection training will be
based on Child Wise's highly successful Choose
With Care program which has been delivered to
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[ to local charities and organisations working to improve the local quality of life.
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Letter from the Chief Executive Officer

|

Hello friends and welcome to our Winter 2005
newsletter. It is hard to believe that it is the
middle of the year already and that Christmas is
fast approaching. We have an exciting and
extremely busy year ahead and our programs to
protect children are going from strength to
strength. While we have no intention of being a
huge charity, our dream is to continue to meet
the increasing demand for our work and end the
abuse and exploitation of children worldwide.

With this newsletter is the first charity appeal
that Child Wise has ever conducted and | urge all
our supporters to financially contribute to our
work if they are able. While the generosity of the
Australian public after the tsunami was
unprecedented it has greatly affected Child Wise
with a large decrease in the number of
donations. We really are hoping that people will
renew their support at the end of this financial
year through the Child Wise appeal.

Additionally, we will also be holding a series of
public forums with the first to take place at the
Melbourne Town Hall on the 6th July on The
Global Explosion of Child Pornography. The
forums will be topical with interesting speakers
so please support our work, come along and

Choose With Care: Travellmg FarNorth Queensland

In February and May 2005, Karen Flanagan
and Bernadette McMenamin delivered
Choose With Care training to over 1300 high
school and primary school teachers from the
Rockhampton Catholic Education Office.

The training took place in Rockhampton, Mackay,
Gladstone, Bundaberg, Longreach and Emerald.
In addition to teaching staff, all ancillary staff and
volunteers were included and in the evenings five
introductory sessions were run for parents and were
well attended.

bring some friends. If you have any friends who
may be interested in our work please let them
know about Child Wise - we rely on word of
mouth and do not spend our money on marketing
or advertising. It is vital to our continuing success
to tell others and gain more supporters.

| am delighted to announce that Child Wise has
been selected by AusAID as one of only three
Australian children's organisations to work on
child protection programs in Cambodia over the
next five years. We are delighted that there
is increasing recognition by the Australian
Government of the specialist skills of Child Wise
and over the next few months we will be
training across Australia (rural and cities), in
PNG and Fiji and in seven South East Asian
countries. We are a small charity with a colossal
mission and hopefully our skills and knowledge
will lead to greater protection for those that
need it most - the children of the world.

| would also like to welcome our most recent
staff member Anneka Farrington to the Child
Wise team. We now have eight members of
staff! She has joined the Child Wise Tourism
Program. Welcome Anneka.

2l e

Bernadette McMenamin AO

Chief Executive Officer, Child Wise

This whole school community approach to child
abuse prevention represents a significant investment
by the Catholic Education Office of Rockhampton
endorsed by Bishop Brian Heenan who also attended
one of the workshops. It is a powerful way to ensure
everyone in a community is aware of the potential
risks to children. More importantly it empowers
people working with children and young people with
proactive strategies and tools to keep everyone safe
in the learning environment.

The workshops attracted a lot of media attention
and the media was used effectively to educate the
wider community about ways in which children can
be protected.

Picture: Daily Mercury,
John Gass, 140205/059

e 4‘3‘," Cooki ng for the kids a celebrity cookbook to help Child Wiseis

Cooking for the Kids is a fantastic celebrity cookbook produced by Child Wise. Many of Australia’s leading actors,
politicians and sports people - including Andrew Daddo, Steve Waugh, Deborah Hutton and Andrew Denton
- have provided their favourite recipes. The delicious treats on offer include Lao-Spicy Fried Egg Salad,
extravagant Pasta with Prosciutto and Asparagus, and the divine Chocolate, Aimond and Date Torte.

Child Wise has created the cookbook to raise money to help fight against the sexual abuse and exploitation
of children. Child Wise is the only Australian based organisation with an international child protection focus.

The cookbook is $22 plus $3 standard postage and handling. To order please log onto our
website www.childwise.net or fill in the Supporters form on the back page of the newsletter.
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FASHION, FLAIR AND FANTASY
— Wearable Art

A fine night in Canberra at the National
Gallery saw an amazing array of talented

designers presenting at the first national
wearable art event called Fashion, Flair
and Fantasy 2005. This fantastic event
was held in aid of the work of Child Wise
in Southeast Asia to assist children to
recover from the trauma of sexual abuse.
The fashions were in the categories of
Flair Street Wear, Beyond Timeless
Elegance, The Fantasy World of Fairyland,
Silver Shivers and Nature's Extreme

Transformation and were presented by

dancers from the Legs Dance company.

"Ahoy/Stiletto Pirates of the Internet’ designed by Chris 'Moon Maid" designed by Ruth Osborn of Sarina, Qld, ~
Nightingale of Canberrra, won the Weird and Wonderful ~ won the Fantasy World of Fairyland and the ]‘
Award along with the Nature's Extreme Transformation Embroidered Embellishment Award. Modelled by Cariba

section. Modelled by Rachel Petersen (Legs Dance) Heine (Legs Dance) photographed by Elizabeth Hawkes W€1C0m€ tO new Staff

photographed by Elizabeth Hawkes of Capital Magazine  of Capital Magazine

Anneka Farrington
Anneka has joined us to work on

| After the tsunami appeal — Indonesia and Sri Lanka || the Cha Wise Tourism project

she will be delivering training on
; . child protection in tourism across
| Our appeal for the work of our colleagues in seven Southeast Asian countries.
Sri Lanka and Indonesia raised some money to Anneka brings to the role a unique
assist them in their work with children in the ! combination of skills and
regions that were worst hit by the tsunami. experience developed via a range of
jobs ranging from tour guiding in
Thank you for your support. Asia for Intrepid Travel to providing
. social work services in multicultural

communities in inner Melbourne.

cor orate Profile- Most recently Anneka has been
p . working in the area of return,
L . ® reintegration and long term recovery
erISI I"l of trafficked women and children for
g the International Organisation for

Migration in Cambodia.

When you look at the Child Wise website donation page you will see a change. We now have
a secure donation processing system thanks to the generosity of the people at VeriSign.

Amid the daily flood of warnings about online scams and fraud, it can be difficult to know where
to place your trust when shopping online or submitting personal information across the Internet.

VeriSign's Secured Seal allows you to quickly verify who it is you're dealing with online and
check how safe your personal details or credit card information will be when it's transmitted
to the website you're dealing with.

We would like to thank VeriSign for their support.
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Protecting children from tourist predators

Australians enjoy travelling. Most of us
have been tourists. Most of us have
taken recreational trips within our state
or interstate. As travel has become
easier, the world has become more
accessible and we've extended our trips
beyond Australian borders to explore
new sights and cultures in Asia, the
Pacific, Africa, Europe and the Americas.

In the twelve month period from July 2002
to June 2003, there were over 8.2 million
departures from Australia by Australian
citizens. We're travelling more than ever
before!

So, when our post-Christmas euphoria was
interrupted with shocking news that an
earthquake in the Indian Ocean triggered
waves of destruction affecting coastal
populations, we recognised the names of
popular tourist locations that had been
devastated including Phuket, Maldives and
Seychelles and Sri Lanka.

Travel has made the world seem smaller, and
the shocking reality of the magnitude of the
fatalities resulting from the disaster seemed
so close and so real.

For weeks we watched as desperate families,
locals and foreigners, searched for their
loved ones. We were touched so deeply
because the foreign visitors could have been
us. We've walked along beaches in other
countries. We've stood on balconies of hotel
resorts. We've sat by swimming pools on
holiday retreats. We've spent time talking to
local families and children in other countries.

It's likely that our personal travels overseas
had already revealed the dark side of
tourism. While we've immersed ourselves in
the sights at new destinations, we may have
been conscious of brothels areas frequented
by tourists or perhaps our suspicions were
aroused by western men interacting with
local children. We know, or we may have
heard, that destinations like Phuket are
favoured destinations for predators seeking
to sexually exploit children. So, as the
fatalities rose, we grieved for the deceased
and feared for those who remained,
primarily the children.

It is because we've travelled
that we know children are

more vulnerable in
developing countries. We
also recognise that

disasters escalate children's
susceptibility to risk. In the
final week of 2004 and the
first weeks of 2005, we
received daily reminders
through the media that the
numbers of displaced or
orphaned children was
steadily growing and we realised that urgent
measures would be needed to protect them
from immediate and long term harm.

“The tsunami that took place
on 26 December in the Indian
Ocean, due to the number
of victims among foreign
visitors and among workers
in the tourism sector,
constitutes the greatest
catastrophe ever recorded
in the history of world tourism"

Francesco Frangialli, Secretary General of the
World Tourism Organisation

At a media conference in Phuket the first
weeks of January, Dr Sasithara Pichaichannarong,
Director General of Thailand's Office of
Tourism Development was questioned how
the government planned to protect children
in devastated communities. Respecting the
enormity of the task before them, Dr
Sasithara acknowledged the need for
immediate protection measures for children
and highlighted the Thai Government's plan
to work in partnership with Child Wise in
order to rebuild Phuket as a child safe
tourist environment.

Australia has long been a source of sex
tourists; that is, tourists, business travellers
or expatriates who sexually abuse children
while travelling overseas. Disturbingly, news
of a disaster increases predator interest in a
destination where children may be easily
accessible.
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Recognising our own citizens are
responsible for sexual crimes against
children in tourism destinations, the

Australian Government has supported
strategic child protection measures.

In June, Child Wise will begin the roll-out of
specialised Child Wise Tourism training
workshops throughout Asia, beginning in
tsunami-affected areas. Supported by the
Australian Government, over 35 training
sessions will be conducted in current and
emerging hotspots (tourist destinations
where children face particular risks of sexual
exploitation) over the next two years.

Hotel staff, tour guides, travel agents, room
service staff, taxi drivers, restaurant staff
and other tourism sector representatives will
participate in Child Wise Tourism training
workshops conducted by Child Wise in
partnership with the National Tourism
Administration (the government tourism
authority) in seven ASEAN-member countries.
During the workshops, these key tourism staff
will learn how to identify situations where
children are at risk and how to report
suspicious behaviour of tourists.

The Australian Federal Police operate a 24
hour hotline enabling us to report concerns
of any Australians sexually exploiting
children overseas. In April, the Minister for
Justice, Senator Chris Ellison confirmed that
up to 20 convicted child sex offenders were
prevented from travelling to Indonesia and
Thailand following the tsunami thanks to a
national sex offender register which follows
their movements.

Increased awareness is supported by local
and international authorities. Many Asian
countries are improving their law



enforcement and have set up practical hotline
numbers to enable local citizens and
responsible tourists to advise the police when
children are at risk. Child Wise is working in
partnership with local authorities, peak bodies,
non-government organisations and the
tourism industry to ensure that strong barriers
are being built between predators and children.

The tsunami shocked us because it was so real.
We recognise the locations, we sympathise
with the plight of foreign travellers struck by
disaster on their holiday and we know of the
struggles already faced by local citizens in
tourism destinations. The events of 26
December have also forced us to consider the
appalling abuses faced by children, whose
bodies can be sold as sexual commodities

and now face increased risks having lost
their parents and their homes.

You can participate in international efforts to
protect children. You can join Child Wise in
helping to turn this enormous catastrophe into
an important step towards of rebuilding tourism
destinations into child safe environments:

e |f you have concerns about a friend, family
member or work colleague who may be
sexually exploiting children while travelling
overseas, you can report these concerns
to the Australian Federal Police Hotline -
1800 813 784 or Child Wise - 1800 991 099.

® The World Tourism Organisation is
encouraging travellers to return to
tsumani-affected tourist destinations.

e |f you're travelling to these affected
areas, you can help to protect children
by speaking up. Please report any
suspicious activities to the Australian
Federal Police or local authorities.

® You can contribute to the expansion
of the Child Wise Tourism training
workshops. It costs only $100 for one
tourism employee to attend our specialised
training workshops. Trainees graduate
with the ability to identify and report
situations where children may be at risk.
Your donation will enable us to expand
the numbers of tourism staff in the
training workshops and help to stop
child sex tourism.
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"l thought that this training today had nothing to do with me and my work,
and | was only here because | had to. After the training | now understand how
important this policy is to making sure all our programs and activities with kids
at the CFA are safe and a positive experience. It has been really interesting and

informative, not only to our work but as parents and community members."

What does child protection have to
do with the Country Fire Authority?

In 2003 Child Wise was approached by
Sherri McKerley, the Youth Programs
Coordinator for the Country Fire Authority
(CFA), to assist her with the implementation
of a child protection policy for their
organisation. The CFA offers a range of
programs and activities for young people
and in fact have over 2000 young people
registered with the organisation. Since that
time we have been working with the CFA
and have witnessed the process of the
introduction of child protection strategies
within a large organisation and how that
has developed to the implementation and
endorsement by the CFA of their child
protection policy.

Child Wise is currently conducting training
which has been an extremely worthwhile
and positive way of introducing the child
protection policy as staff members have

appreciated the opportunity to discuss their
concerns or ask questions about how the
policy and the issues of child protection
within the context of their work. As one
participant said "I am so glad you have
brought this topic out of the closet."

During the Child Wise training it can be
seen that many participants are sitting
there 'thinking how is this relevant to me.
But after a while people start to discuss the
issues, ask questions and talk about how
they would like to feel more confident about
working with children and young people and
provide them with a safe and fun
experience. By the end of the training
people are very positive and supportive of
the policy and understand why it is so
important that the CFA be adopting best
practices when working with children and
young people.

Staff members have indicated that if a child
protection policy had simply been sent to
them from Headquarters they would
possibly have not really understood its
importance. As Sherri said, "By providing
this training and opportunity for discussion
with all staff, we have brought people along
with us in this process. It has allowed people
to feel more comfortable about the issues of
child protection.”

"It went from 'the policy’ to ‘our policy'”

It has been an exciting process to be a part of
and witness the CFA's successful approach to
the introduction of a child protection policy.
This case study highlights the importance
of consultation and education as crucial
elements to the implementation of child
protection strategies within an organisation.
Congratulations to Sherri and the CFA!
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Finnish man on sex-tourism
charges




