'CHILD WISE’

Child Wise Tourism:
Preventing the Sexual Exploitation of Children in A SEAN Tourism Destinations

Background

Since its inception in 1993, Child Wise has been committed to actively addressing the issue of sexual abuse
and exploitation of children, including child-sex tourism. Child Wise is the Australian member of the ECPAT
International Alliance — a network of NGOs operating in 77 countries around the world to end child
prostitution, trafficking and sexual exploitation.

With the establishment of the Child Wise Tourism program in 1998, Child Wise became the key NGO actor
tackling the problem of child-sex tourism in the ASEAN region. This program was developed with the goal of
supporting regional governments to take a strong lead in establishing policy and practices which condemn
child-sex tourism and work toward ensuring a protective environment for children in tourism destinations.
Simultaneously, the Child Wise Tourism program joined forces with the tourism industry in the region in order
to build the capacity of tourism businesses and professionals to recognise potential threats to children and to
take active steps to ensure children are protected from sexual predators.

The Child Wise Tourism program operates primarily in the seven main destination countries for travelling
child-sex offenders in ASEAN: Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand and
Vietnam. The program also has close links with the three remaining ASEAN nations, Brunei, Malaysia and
Singapore, who have been identified as potential sending countries for offenders. Child Wise Tourism has
also nurtured a strong, cooperative relationship with the ASEAN Secretariat which has increasingly
demonstrated a keen interest in acting as a regional advocate for enhanced efforts to address the issue of
child-sex tourism amongst member countries.

With the financial support of AusAID, the Child Wise Tourism program has continued to expand its reach
within ASEAN and has consistently developed more comprehensive programs to achieve its objectives.
Child Wise has been responsible for the development of the following key initiatives to address child-sex
tourism in the region:

Child Wise Tourism Training

The Child Wise Tourism Training program is an interactive workshop designed to raise the awareness of the
issue of CST amongst tourism industry employees. The program is divided into several modules exploring
key topics ranging from children’s rights to understanding offender behaviours. The training is action-
oriented and aims to provide participants with the knowledge, confidence and motivation to act when they
fear children are at risk of sexual exploitation.

Child Wise Tourism workshops typically involve between 50 and 100 participants
drawn from a range of tourism-related occupations — taxi drivers, housekeeping
staff, tour guides, karaoke employees, security staff, diving instructors, boat
operators and similar. They are regularly joined by representatives of relevant
local government departments and NGOs. The training materials have been
developed in six ASEAN languages plus English and are delivered in collaboration
with National Tourism Organisation counterparts throughout the ASEAN region
and in local languages.

ASEAN Regional Taskforce to Protect Children from S  exual Exploitation in Tourism Destinations

The ASEAN Regional Taskforce comprises high-level government
representatives from all ten ASEAN nations, specifically from the portfolios of
tourism and law enforcement. This taskforce meets annually to exchange
experiences, report on developments and trends, and to agree on regional
strategies for addressing child-sex tourism. Joining these meetings is a range
of key stakeholders from other relevant government ministries, international
organisations, non-government organisations, and the private sector. This

: taskforce has also initiated an annual publication entitled the ASEAN CST
Review which aims to share relevant information on the issue with a wide range of stakeholders.




ASEAN Regional Education Campaign to Protect Childr en from Sexual Exploitation in Tourism

Destinations

This highly-successful region-wide campaign has been an unprecedented example of regional cooperation
to tackle the issue of child-sex tourism. Hailed as ‘world-best-practice’ by both the United Nations World
Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) and the U.S. State Department’'s annual Trafficking in Persons Report
(2006), this campaign has also received the support of all ten ASEAN Tourism Ministers. The campaign has
been designed to raise awareness and promote action to report suspected incidents of child-sex tourism
amongst the local community and travellers. It also acts as a warning to potential offenders that they are
under scrutiny and that the sexual exploitation of children will not be tolerated in the region.

Law Reform

Child Wise was instrumental in advocating for the adoption of extraterritorial legislation that would allow
Australia to charge its own citizens or legal residents who have committed sexual acts with children under
the age of 16 years whilst overseas with a criminal offence. The Crimes Act 1914 Part IlIA - Child Sex
Tourism was recently incorporated following the earlier Crimes (Child Sex Tourism) Amendment Act of 1994,
This Act allows individuals, companies and corporations to be charged and sentenced to a term of up to 17
years imprisonment and heavy fines for participation in sexual acts or for encouraging, benefiting and
profiting from any such activity. Since the original law was passed in 1994, 24 individuals have been charged
under this legislation.

What You Can Do To Help

Whilst travelling in ASEAN, or elsewhere, responsible tourists can help to protect local children and to put
child-sex offenders behind bars by reporting suspicious behaviour to the local authorities. In Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam hotline reporting
numbers have been established to gather information and ensure action in cases where children are at risk
of sexual exploitation. These hotline reporting numbers are promoted via posters and stickers in prime
tourism destinations throughout the region.

Responsible travellers are also welcome to contact Child Wise IE{IIRI1 8] 111115

before, during or after their travels should they have concerns
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or require further advice and/or hotline numbers in the
03 9645 8911 and their website is www.childwise.net \

locations they are visiting. Their phone number is

Responsible tourists and citizens can also report concerns that
an Australian is sexually exploiting children overseas to the
Australian Federal Police. Reports can be made to the toll- REPORT IT
free hotline number 1800 813 784 or via their website at :

www.afp.gov.au

Contact Child Wise Tourism

For more information on the Child Wise Tourism program contact Anita Dodds (anita@childwise.net) or
Anneka Farrington (anneka@childwise.net) call 03 9645 8911 or fax 03 9645 8922.

Together we can all help to protect children from s exual exploitation!




